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At a press conference on March 7, president-elect Patricio Aylwin told reporters there would be no
special or mass trials promoted against the armed forces after he takes power on March 11. He said,
"It is not my intention to promote trials." Aylwin's comment presumably meant that the executive
would not initiate trials itself, and would not interfere with trials by congressional or judicial bodies.
He said he would not obstruct investigations that may lead to trials. Thus, charges against military
officers are to be investigated in the context of suits filed in ordinary courts by individuals and
human rights organizations.
The press conference followed a 40-minute talk with Gen. Augusto Pinochet at Aylwin's home.
Aylwin said he was concerned about laws approved by the military junta in recent weeks that may
change the military's subordination to civilian authorities. [Despite Aylwin's pledge of no mass trials
of the military reiterated on several occasions , Pinochet told members of the army at a lunch in his
honor on March 5 that "experience in other countries has demonstrated that the governments that
succeed a military administration dream of trying to prosecute the members of the armed forces or
the reduction of budget resources. "We cannot assume a passive stance and one of false tranquility.
On the contrary, we must remain alert and strengthen, more than ever, our cohesion and unity. The
times that approach will not be easy."
Aylwin has asked Pinochet to retire from the army, saying his continued presence in the post is
"not convenient" for the country. For instance, on March 5 in statements to Inter Press Service and
other foreign journalists, he said that Pinochet's retirement as army commander-in-chief "would
be best for everyone, including for him and for the image of the armed forces." He added that
Pinochet will have to become accustomed to his new apolitical functions, and to the fact that he
will be subordinate to the president of the republic and the minister of defense (as stipulated in the
military regime's 1980 constitution).
Meanwhile, Pinochet has openly challenged Aylwin's authority by belittling his designated defense
minister, Patricio Rojas. He has made at least two public statements asserting that he will deal only
with Aylwin on military matters. Over the strong objections of Aylwin and the Rally for Democracy
coalition, Gen. Pinochet called two extraordinary sessions of the military junta in its capacity as
legislative power. The junta completed its official legislative period on Jan. 12. The two extraordinary
sessions took place on Feb. 20 and March 1.
Aylwin and the new Congress face restrictions on government spending in the first year and are
required to appropriate a set minimum budget for the armed forces. The president will also lack
the power to remove from office commanders of the armed forces and some officials left over the
Pinochet era. Pinochet has also attempted to stack the Supreme Court with his appointees. In its
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final months, the Pinochet government sold a number of state enterprises, including the national
airline, LAN Chile, radio and television channels and a national news service.
The armed forces have assumed control of various properties, including a high-rise government
building in Santiago that is being converted into the new Defense Ministry. The junta dissolved
Pinochet's notorious secret police, the CNI. Members of the Rally for Democracy, which backed
Aylwin in the December general elections, have said they suspect most CNI records have been
destroyed.
CNI personnel and assets were brought under the control of the army. At present, there are 774
cases of detained-disappeared persons in the court system. In its attempt to resolve these cases,
the Association has met with leaders of the Communist Party, and will convene with leaders of the
rightist National Renovation Party in the near future. The National Youth Pro-Rights Commission
claims that young people were among the most victimized by the CNI and other state security
forces.
Between 1983 and 1989, 533 young persons were tortured, 35,000 detained for participating in
demonstrations, 1,500 subjected to death threats, 755 assassinated and 365 detained-disappeared.
Last week, Antonio Sabat, president of the Commission, told reporters that he has received
numerous death threats, in writing and over the telephone. He said that the dissolution of the CNI
was a mere formality, since the organization's personnel continue to threaten, torture and disappear
persons.] [Basic data from Notimex, 02/24/90; Xinhua, 03/08/90; UPI, IPS, La Epoca (Chile), 03/05/90;
New York Times, 03/10/90]
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